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-Federal Government enacted the Indian Act in 1876 to regulate and control most 
aspects of First Nations people's lives but no First Nations people were involved in 

the development or implementation. 
-There is no direct link between the Indian Act and the Treaties. 

-The Indian Act was not discussed during any Treaty negotiations. 
- There have been some amendments but the Indian Act is still in place today and 

is the direct descendant of the original 1876 Act. 

Some of the impacts of the Indian 
Act on First Nations people: 

Loss of culture, traditions and 
languages. 

Loss of sovereignty, freedom, 
lifestyles. 

Loss of traditional leadership and 
membership. 

Discrimination against women and 
their children. 

Loss of identity. 

The Indian Act of 1876 
was NOT a part of 

Treaty 

What was the goal of the Indian Act? 
To civilize and assimilate First Nations people 
into non-Aboriginal society. "Our object is to 
continue until there is not a single Indian in 
Canada that has not been absorbed into the 

body politic and there is no Indian question" - 
Duncan Campbell Scott - Superintendent 

General of Indian Affairs 1920. 

Many view the Indian Act as the 
greatest obstacle to the 

implementation of Treaties. 

The Indian Act... 
-created economic barriers inconsistent with the Spirit and Intent of Treaties. 
-rigidly controlled use of reserve land and sale of crops, timber and minerals. 

-prohibited First Nations people from selling their agricultural and other produce 
without a permit from their Indian agent 

-contained provisions to strip First Nations people of their Indian status through the 
process of "enfranchisement" (deemed not to be an Indian with the meaning of the 

Indian Act or any statute of law) 
-enfranchised the children and wives of enfranchised men. 

-took away a woman's birthright as a First Nation with treaty rights if she married a 
non-Indian (amended in 1985 as Bill C-31). 

-banned cultural ceremonies 
-made it an offence to solicit or give money to First Nations for any legal counsel 

against the Federal Crown. 
-imposed a new elective system of government for Chiefs and Headmen making 

traditional systems illegal. 



Treaties vs the Indian Act 

Treaty: 
Treaties are created between 
sovereign nations based on 

mutual respect, brother-to-brother 
relations and living together 

peacefully. 

Indian Act: 
The Indian Act was unilaterally 

enacted the same year that Treaty 
6 was signed. The Act is 

paternalistic and imposed several 
restrictions on First Nations 

people without their consent 

Treaty: 
Treaties clearly stated that the 

two nations were to have 
peaceful relationsand were to 
continue their ways of life 

Indian Act: 
Bannedcultural ceremonies, 

restricted First Nations people frorr 
freely moving over the land and 
controls every aspectof First 

Nations people. 

Treaty: 
Treaties are nation-to-nation 
agreements and First Nations 
people would remain sovereign 

and self-governing. 

Indian Act: 
Made First Nations peoplewards 

of the state Essentially not 
allowing sovereign nations to be 

sovereign but rather to be 
controlled. 
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Treaty: 
Outlined a relationship of how the 
two nations would work together 
based on mutual reciprocity, 

respect and brother-to-brother 
relations. 

Treaty: 
A bridge to the future for both 

Treaty signatories. 

Indian Act: 
Created reserves and the pass 
system which made itillegal for 

First Nations people to travel 
freely. First Nations people were 

restrictedto the reserve and 
unable to take part in 

government, business or 
education decisions 

Indian Act: 
A policy to "civilize and 
assimilate" First Nations 

people. 
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