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RURAL RECONCILIATION: AN EDUCATIONAL GATHERING 

Agenda 

9:00-9:30 
	

Opening Prayer by Gilbert Kewistep 

Opening Remarks by Treaty Commissioner Mary Culbertson 

Treaty 6 song by Dion Tootoosis 

9:30-10:15 	 Dion Tootoosis, History of Treaties & the Treaty Relationship 

10:15-10:30 	 Break 

10:30-11:15 	 Eleanore Sunchild, Positive Race Relations and Cultural Inclusivity 

11:15-12:00 	 Panel Discussion 

12:00-1:00 	 Lunch 

1:00-2:00 	 Gary Laplante, Reserve 107 screening & discussion 

2:00-2:15 	 Break 

2:15-3:00 	 Annie Battiste, Reconciliation and Calls to Action 

3:00-3:30 	 Closing Remarks 
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Regional Reconciliation Committee History 

We are part of the Reconciliation movement in Saskatchewan. Rhett Sangster, Reconciliation 

Coordinator with the Office of the Treaty Commissioner, is working with us and other 

communities with reconciliation committees. 

This Regional Reconciliation Committee first came together in January, organized by Great 

Plains College, the City of Warman and the Office of the Treaty Commissioner. An email was 

sent to individuals, organizations, businesses and elected officials, inviting them to join a 

committee that focuses on reconciliation and the Calls to Action. Our committee is growing, 

with over forty representatives from communities including Warman, Martensville, One 

Arrow First Nation, Dalmeny, Batoche, Corman Park, Osier, and Mistawasis First Nation. This 

includes organizations such as Mennonite Central Committee, Wanuskewin, the Prairie Spirit 

School Division, Saskatoon Regional Economic Development Authority, the RCMP, churches, the 

Federated Co-op Limited, among others. Our committee is growing and we welcome interested 

individuals to join us. To date, we have met in Warman, Osier and One Arrow First Nation, 

Dalmeny, Martensville, at Wanuskewin and Duck Lake. 

During our first meeting, the committee identified educational opportunities we felt were 

necessary to begin our journey. 

1) Introductory lesson on Canada's history and the Truth and Reconciliation 

Commission's Calls to Action, presented by Annie Battiste, speaker with the Office of 

the Treaty Commissioner's Speakers Bureau. 

2) Residential school survivor presentation. Cultural Advisor Gilbert Kewistep shared 

his experience attending Muscowequan Indian Residential School and his healing 

journey during an evening presentation with the committee and community 

members. 

3) The KAIROS Blanket Exercise. The committee members learned about Canada's 

history through an interactive activity, the KAIROS Blanket Exercise, arranged by the 

Mennonite Central Committee. 

We have identified principles and objectives for the committee and outlined best practice for 

working together. The committee has agreed that we will use this information to establish a 

declaration. The committee naming and declaration signing processes will be defined at a later 

date. 

For the upcoming year, the committee has agreed to host educational events in our 

communities. This event, Rural Reconciliation: An Educational Gathering, is an event created to 

meet the objectives of this committee. The committee relied upon the Office of the Treaty 

Commissioner to bring together educational content for and promote this activity. 

For more information, please contact committee coordinator, Robin Bendig at 

robinb@greatplainscollege.ca. 
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Biographies of Speakers and Presenters 

Cultural Advisor 

Gilbert Kewistep is from the Saulteaux/Nakaway Linguistic group in central 

Saskatchewan and is originally from the Yellowquill First Nation. He currently 

resides in the city of Saskatoon and is the proud father of four daughters and five 

sons. He is also very rich and blessed with many grandchildren and four great 

grandchildren. Gilbert is a survivor of the residential school system and also the 

foster care Sixties Scoop that occurred during his childhood. Gilbert has 

successfully completed his Bachelor of Indian Social Work and his Masters of 

Aboriginal Social Work degrees through the First Nations University of Canada. 

He is also a faculty member in the Social Work department at the First Nations 

University of Canada and also an Elder's board member of this university. Gilbert 

has also been involved in working within the city of Saskatoon on several projects 

that includes the Chief Mistawasis Bridge Naming, Reconciliation Saskatoon, the 

Wicihitowin conference and other speaking engagements. Gilbert has recently 

accepted a position with the Saskatoon Health Authority as a cultural advisor. 

Gilbert also assists with many Reconciliation projects with various agencies in the 

city. 

Treaty Commissioner of Saskatchewan 

Mary Culbertson is a member of the Keeseekoose First Nation and the first 

woman to be appointed as Treaty Commissioner for Saskatchewan. She 

received her law degree from the University of Saskatchewan, is a member of 

the Law Society of Saskatchewan and is the first member of Keeseekoose to 

achieve a Juris Doctor of Law and become a lawyer. She grew up seeing both 

worlds on her family farm north of PeIly Sk across the river from Fort 

Livingston site and her Nation of Keeseekoose. She is the granddaughter of 

late Senator Roy Musqua and Nellie Brass. She is a mother of four grown 

children and proud Kokum to Kaiden, Maximus and Ella. She firmly believes 

the teachings she learned from her family, her aunts, uncles, cousins and 

parents have shaped her journey, her knowledge and her determination. She 

has over 20 years professional experience working in the federal, provincial 

and territorial governments and with Indigenous organizations. This includes 

Public Safety & Emergency Preparedness Canada, Corrections Services Canada, the Government of Saskatchewan, the 

Federation of Sovereign Indigenous Nations, Sunchild Law, and various Tribal Councils. Over the years, Mary has been an 

active volunteer in many community organizations and engaged in advocacy work with Indigenous communities, families 

and grassroots organizations. Ms. Culbertson brings to the position her extensive experience in public and community 

service, advocacy with a background in family, criminal and Aboriginal law as well as dispute resolution. 
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Masters of Ceremony 

Tricia Sutherland is the daughter of late Chief Mary Claire Sutherland & 

Mervin John, the wife of Vance Gamble; and the proud mother and 

kokum to her children, step-children and grandchildren. Throughout 

her life, Tricia has been actively involved in her community in various 

departments and fields since moving home in 2000. She has sat along 

side past leadership in the community as a councillor and worked many 

years in the school as an Educational Assistant. 

In March of 2017, Tricia was elected as Chief of One Arrow First Nation. 

The community is located just east of Batoche near the South 

Saskatchewan River about 100 km Northeast of Saskatoon. Since being 

elected, she has been actively involved in various departments and sits 

on numerous boards. She is dedicated to improving the lives of the 

people she serves within her community and strives to provide financial, economical and social stability today and for 

future generations. 

She also believes that as a country it is up to all cultural ethnicities to work together and understand that we all have an 

obligation to our society and our future generations to allow everyone to feel safe and accepted. "If we stop looking for 

the negative stuff and focus on the goodness of each individual only then will we be able to live in harmony. Our society 

today is focused on the bad stuff. Let's be the change that we want, together." Chief Tricia Sutherland 

Her Worship Mayor Sheryl Spence was raised and educated in the City of 

Saskatoon. In 1983 Sheryl, her husband Dave, and young family moved to the 

then, small town of Warman. She was hired as an Early Childhood Educator that 

very same year and her love for children and the rewards of working with 

people kept her in this position until she retired in 2003. Her favorite past time 

is spending time at Candle Lake with her family and six grandchildren. Sheryl has 

participated over the years in community boards, school boards, advisory 

groups, committees, commissions, just to name a few. In recognition of her 

years of volunteering and service in and around the community of Warman, she 

was named Warman's 2005 Citizen of the Year. 

Mayor Spence was first elected to Warman Town Council in 2000, a spot 

sought-after by 18 individuals running for Council that year. In 2006, Sheryl 

Spence was elected as Mayor for this fast growing community. She was 

acclaimed in 2009 and again in 2012, this making her the first Mayor for the City of Warman. In 2016 she was re-elected 

as Mayor for another 4 year term. Mayor Spence works on empowering and engaging our youth in the City of Warman. 

With visits to the classrooms of the schools in her city and welcoming the students to City Hall she continues to 

encourage the youth to take an active interest in Warman and to encourage them to be a voice in the future for 

municipal politics. 

Mayor Spence was appointed to chair the Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM) Increasing Woman's Participation 

in Local Government. The mandate of this group is to increase women's active and meaningful participation in the 

municipal decision making process in their communities. Mayor Spence strives to be an active listener and participant in 

growing the City of Warman forward. Whether it be in the classroom, visiting with seniors or visiting with businesses she 

welcomes the opportunity to lend an ear and in turn provide a voice for the City and its residents. 
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Speakers 

Annie Battiste, a proud Mi'kmaq woman and member of 

Potlotek First Nations, holds a bachelor and master's 

degrees from the University of Saskatchewan. Committed 

to social justice and reconciliation within Indigenous and 

non-Indigenous communities in Saskatchewan, Annie is 
61111.1:  

currently the Indigenous Relations Director at Big Brother 

and Big Sisters of Saskatchewan and has been a member 

of the Speakers Bureau for the Office of the Treaty 

Commissioner since October 2013. As a frequent 

conference presenter and community educator, she is 

creating awareness on the important historical and social 

issues pertaining to Indigenous peoples, creating bridges in communities through deep reflection on the historical roots 

of Saskatchewan and its possibilities for new directions in empowerment of diverse groups and peoples in Saskatchewan 

and beyond. 

Gary LaPlante is a Plains Cree-speaking member of Moosomin First Nation of 

Treaty 6. A husband, father, and grandfather, he holds a BA in History from 

the University of Saskatchewan and a small business college diploma. His 

varied work experience includes liaison and advocacy for Indigenous Peoples' 

interests with business, government, and industry. He has extensive board 

governance experience, having served on behalf of his tribal council on the 

then Federation of Saskatchewan Indian Nations' Indian Government 

Commission and other FSIN boards, the Saskatchewan Indian Gaming 

Authority, the First Nations University of Canada, and as an alternate to the 

Saskatchewan Indian Institute of Technologies Boards of Governors. He has 

served with various committees of the Liberal Party of Canada including as 

co-chair of the Aboriginal Peoples' Commission. Gary has worked in media, 

publishing three different Indigenous newspapers, and as correspondent for 

a weekly Aboriginal television news program. He has performed much 

political liaison work for and with numerous entities including Battlefords Tribal Council, BTC First Nations, Federation of 

Sovereign Indigenous Nations, Oil, Gas, and Pipeline corporations, Assembly of First Nations, National Congress of 

American Indians, the Liberal Party of Canada, Government of Canada, and most consistently for Moosomin First Nation. 

Advocacy included work with Indigenous Survival International on behalf of Indigenous hunters and trappers countering 

animal rights campaigns and also, on behalf of his ancestors, reconciliation and restorative justice for Stoney Knoll First 

Nation of Treaty 6. Gary's grandchildren now number over fifteen with the most recent one arriving on October 18, 

2018. 
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Eleanore Sunchild is a proud member of the Thunderchild First Nation. She 

graduated from the University of Alberta, Faculty of Law in 1998 and has been a 

member of the Saskatchewan Bar since 1999. Eleanore has a BA in political science 

and completed her undergraduate degree in French immersion at Faculte St. Jean, 

University of Alberta. Eleanore is the sole owner of Sunchild Law, located on 

Poundmaker II, outside of Battleford. Sunchild Law specializes in Indigenous Law. 

Eleanore has presented nationally and internationally on the legacy of the Indian 

Residential School system, and the impact of colonial policy in Canada, the history 

and importance of the Treaties and recently in April 2018, she presented at the 

United Nation Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues on the systemic racism in the 

Canadian justice system. She is a current member of the Office of the Treaty 

Commissioner's Speaker's Bureau. With her husband, Tony, they raise four children. 

She is dedicated to ensuring that her children also remain strongly connected to their 

culture and know the true history of this land. 

An established Educator from Poundmaker Cree Nation, Dion Tootoosis 

maintains the family reputation of perpetuating language, beliefs, values and 

practices through his work in the education sector, and at cultural events as a 

Master of Ceremonies, Story Teller and Knowledge Keeper. As a professional 

teacher since 2004, Dion has worked both on-Nation, for Catholic and Public 

School divisions in Alberta and Saskatchewan and for Mount Royal University in 

Calgary teaching Science, History, Language Arts and Indigenous Studies, as well 

as a guest lecturer for the Indian Teacher Education Program at the University of 

Saskatchewan. He now serves as Cultural Coordinator under Student & Learning 

Services at the Saskatchewan Indian Institute of Technology, providing cultural 

and linguistic programming, curriculum development/enhancement, as well as 

coordinating Elder & Ceremonial support. Dion is honoured to present on 

occasion as a member of the Speakers Bureau of the Office of the Treaty 

Commissioner. 
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The Regional Reconciliation Committee would like to thank our 

generous sponsors: 

IJN E‘-) 

COMMUN ITY DEVELOPMENT 
CORPORATION 

Federated Co-operatives Limited. 
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